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Online Bridge

•Current state of online bridge
•Robot development
•Robot online play
 NEW!  WBF new championship category, e‐robot

Play for world ranking and titles



Online Bridge

• Practice with a partner
• Teach individuals or groups
• Practice by yourself with Robot solitaire games
• Set up team matches
• For fun, practice and competition
• Play anytime of the day, stay on as long as you want
• Greater player experience
• Inexpensive to players, much of it is free



Online Competition: individual, Pairs, Teams
• Flexibility to hold all types of formats and movements:

Swiss Pairs and Individual; barometer scoring
• Speed of play increases:

scores are entered automatically; no physical movement;
slow play is easily monitored and corrected

• Eliminates Director issues: self alerting removes many 
infractions (MI); no scoring errors; timing is recorded

• Niceties: play is recorded and archived



Robot Play

• Robot play: Solitaire ‐ don’t need a partner or opponents!
• Tournaments – humans all have same ‘bot partner & 

opponents
• Robot play is becoming a favorite pastime of online players



Online Bridge Play
The language of Online Bridge

WBF Women's Online Club; (soon to come) Robot tournaments

International Online Clubs:
BridgeBase Online USA (American Contract Bridge League)
Okbridge USA (ACBL)
BridgeClubLive UK
Swan Games Sweden
OurGame.com China 
StepBridge The Netherlands (Netherland Bridge Bond) 
StepBridge Australia (Australian Bridge Federation)



• NBO sanctioned play;
Special Events (College, Women’s Festival, Exhibition) 

• Robot Play: Solitaire Games on Computer/Tablet/iPhone
• Youth Online Activities: Youth games on BBO
• Interclub: SABF Interclub Teams ‐ Season 13, 2017

Schedule Results

Online Bridge Play





Robot Online Play
Recreational robot games

• BridgeBase Online
• FunBridge
• BridgeNow
• others



Bridge Base Online       www.BridgeBase.com



BridgeBase Online
Arrange team matches
Live broadcast on BBO



Bridge‐Now.com                    Wbridge5 robot





Fun Bridge: Play on Computer, Tablet, and Smartphone



NEWWBF e‐Robot Category
Robot play is becoming a favorite pastime of online players

• WBF championship categories:
Open, Senior, Women, Mixed

and e‐Robot

• Master Point system, rankings, titles to be awarded

• Online promotional activities to follow



WBF Robot tournaments

• Daylong tournaments, Imps and Matchpoints games
• Play 18‐boards over a 24‐hour period
• Play against a large field
• ‘cheat’ proof
• Inexpensive
• Revenue sharing with zonal organizations and NBOs



Suggested Future Internet Activities

 The ABF might considering online zonal team matches

 Youngsters and newcomers can be encouraged to play 
bridge with online play, supervised play, and robot games

 Play in Robot World Competition



Bridge Robot Development

Wikipedia – Computer Bridge



Robot Development

• Chess (board games): Complete information
• Bridge: Incomplete information

based on probability and game theory
No AI…yet.  Double dummy simulations, plus much more

• Development: 1990s; 1st World Robot Championship, 1997;
21st annual championship at 2017 World Championships, Lyon





• Jack ‐ Hans Kuijf, The Netherlands 
www.jackbridge.com

• Wbridge5 ‐ Yves Costel, France 
www.wbridge5.com

• Shark Bridge ‐ John Norris, 
Denmark www.sharkbridge.dk

• Micro Bridge ‐ Tomio Uchida, 
Japan 
www.osk.3web.ne.jp/~mcbridge/

• Synrey Bridge – Yuzhang Liu, 
China  www.xinruibridge.com

• Q‐Plus Bridge ‐ Hans Leber, 
Germany www.q‐plus.com

• Bridge Baron,    USA
www.bridgebaron.com

• RoboBridge ‐ Job Scheffers, The 
Netherlands 
www.robobridge.com

• Goto Bridge ‐ Jérôme Rombaut,    
France,www.gotobridge.com/en

• GIB – BridgeBase Online, USA 
www.bridgebase.com

Robots, developers, websites



Board 4
Dlr: W
Vul: None
.
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North
♠ 532
♥ AQJ4
♦ Q3
♣ A653

West
♠ AQ6
♥ K8732
♦ T
♣ QJ84

East
♠ JT984
♥ T5
♦ J74
♣ KT7

South
♠ K7
♥ 96
♦ AK98652
♣ 92

West
Shark Bridge
1♥
2♠
Pass
Pass

North
Wbridge5
Pass
Dbl 1
4NT
6♦

East
Shark Bridge
1♠
Pass
Pass
All Pass

South
Wbridge5
2♦
3♥ 2

5♦ 3

.

Opening lead ♣Q
1 strength with 4+ clubs
2 spade stopper, looking for heart 

stopper for NT
3 1 ace
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North
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♦ ‐
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♦ ‐
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♠ JT
♥ T
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♣ KT

South
♠ K7
♥ 9
♦ 2
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West
Shark Bridge
1♥
2♠
Pass
Pass

North
Wbridge5
Pass
Dbl 1
4NT
6♦

East
Shark Bridge
1♠
Pass
Pass
All Pass

South
Wbridge5
2♦
3♥ 2

5♦ 3

.

South lead ♦ 2



Bridge 
Robots have 
developed 
feelings



Fédération Africaine de Bridge

 A Partnership in Bridge

World Bridge Federation
WBF

ABF



Robots take over 


